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SUBJECT: HUNGARY IMPORTS AGAIN LARGE NUMBER OF U.S. CATTLE 

1 . ON MAY 18 AGATT MET ZELENKA OF TERIMPEX AND ON MAY 19 
SZALECKY OF CENTER OF STATE FARMS (PLEASE PROTECT BOTH) 

TO DISCUSS LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN DAIRY CATTLE IMPORTS INTO 
HUNGARY. BOTH ARE RESPONSIBLE OFFICIALS IN THE HUNGARIAN 
CATTLE BREEDING PROGRAM. FOLLOWING LEARNED FROM THOSE 
MEETINGS. 

2. HUNGARIAN CATTLE BREEDING PROGRAM INITIATED IN 1972 
CONTINUES WITH INCREASED EMPHASIS ON MILK PRODUCTION. 
HUNGARY WILL IMPORT 7,000 HEAD OF CATTLE DURING 1977, 

MAINLY HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN. 

3. UNLIKE IN 1976 WHEN BULK OF CATTLE PURCHASES WERE CON- 
CENTRATED IN WESTERN EUROPE - BECAUSE OF BARGAIN PRICES - 
PURCHASES IN 1977 WILL FOCUS MAINLY IN U.S. AND CANADA. 
RENEWED INTEREST IN NORTH AMERICAN CATTLE IS DUE IN PART 
TO NEW AVAILABILITY OF ACCOMMODATIONS (STALLS, 

ETC.) JUST RECENTLY COMPLETED ON A NUMBER OF STATE FARMS 
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FOR HOLSTEIN FRIESIAN. 

4. LATEST (MAY) HUNGARIAN PURCHASES IN U.S. INVOLVED 
2,600 HOLSTEIN FRIESIANS FOR STATE FARM INTERESTS 
(INCLUDING 20 BULLS). OF THESE 2,250 CAME THROUGH 
HOLSTEIN-FRIESIAN ASSOCIATION AND THE BALANCE THROUGH 
PRIVATE FARMS. ANOTHER HUNGARIAN PURCHASE OF HOLSTEIN 
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FRIESIANS IS PLANNED IN THE U.S. (JUNE) FOR COLLECTIVE 
FARMS INVOLVING SOME 2,400 HEAD, GIVING AN ESTIMATED 
TOTAL OF 5,000 HEAD FROM U.S. IN 1977. HUNGARY WILL 
ALSO BUY ABOUT 1,500 HEAD OF HOLSTEIN FRIESIANS FROM 
CANADA AND HAS ALREADY IMPORTED ABOUT 500 BLACK 
AND WHITES FROM EC EARLIER THIS YEAR. 

5. SERIOUS PROBLEMS DEVELOPED RECENTLY IN THE TRANS- 
PORTATION OF U.S. CATTLE TO HUNGARY. SEABOARD AIRLINE 
WHICH CARRIED THE BULK OF HUNGARIAN CATTLE PURCHASES 
FROM U.S. TO HUNGARY IS NO LONGER AVAILABLE FOR SUCH 
SHIPMENTS. HUNGARY AS A RESULT IS NOW USING SMALLER 
NON- AMERICAN AIRLINES AND SHIPS. A SHIP CARRYING 1,300 
HEAD OF CATTLE IS ARRIVING AT RJEKA (A YUGOSLAV PORT) 
AFTER TWO WEEKS CROSSING THE ATLANTIC. AT RJEKA CATTLE 
WILL BE TRANSFERRED INTO BOX CARS FOR 2-3 DAY RAIL TRIP 
TO HUNGARY. WHILE BOAT-RAIL TRANSPORT IS SLIGHTLY 
CHEAPER THAN AIR TRANSPORT, POSSIBLE DELAYS IN SUCH 
SHIPMENTS AND ASSOCIATED HEALTH PROBLEMS 

MAY BE AN EXPENSIVE SOLUTION. 

6. ALSO DISCUSSED WAS RECENTLY CONCLUDED CANADIAN 
SEMINAR ON CATTLE BREEDING AND MILK PRODUCTION IN 
BUDAPEST. THE SEMINAR WAS SPONSORED JOINTLY BY THE 
CANADIAN HFA AND THE HUNGARIAN VETERINARY SERVICE. 

THE TWO-DAY CONFERENCE WAS WELL RECEIVED AND ATTENDED 
BY OVER 200 PEOPLE REPRESENTING VARIOUS SECTORS OF THE 
HUNGARIAN CATTLE INDUSTRY. BOTH ZELENKA AND SZALECKY 
THOUGHT A SIMILAR SEMINAR GIVEN BY AMERICAN HFA WOULD 
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ALSO BE WELL RECEIVED AS HUNGARIANS ARE EAGER TO I EARN 
ABOUT UP-TO-DATE BREEDING AND FEEDING TECHNOLOGY FOR 
HIGHER MILK AND BETTER BEEF PRODUCTION. 

7. COMMENTS: HUNGARY WILL IMPORT 7,000 HEAD OF CATTLE 
IN 1977, MOSTLY HOLSTEIN FRIESIANS. OVER 70 PERCENT 
SHOULD COME FROM THE U.S. THIS WILL BE A SHARP RDVERSAL 
OF THE 1976 SITUATION WHEN ONLY 1,300 HEAD CAME FROM U.S. 
ALTHOUGH NOT OFFICIALLY ADMITTED, THE SUDDEN REVERSAL 
IS DUE MORE TO DISSATISFACTION WITH THE "BARGAIN" CATTLE 
FROM THE EC, WHICH GIVES LESS MILK THAN THEIR U.S. 

SISTERS AND NEED MORE CARE THAN AMERICAN HOLSTEIN 
FRIESIANS. 

8. IN ORDER TO KEEP HUNGARIAN INTERESTS ALIVE FOR 

U.S. HOLSTEIN FRIESIANS, IT MIGHT BE A HIGHLY PRODUCTIVE 
MOVE TO ARRANGE A SEMINAR LATER THIS YEAR. SUCH A 
SEMINAR SHOULD BE SPONSORED BY THE AMERICAN HOLSTEIN 
FRIESIAN ASSOCIATION JOINTLY WITH SOME HUNGARIAN INSTITU- 
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TION OR SERVICE REPRESENTING NATIONAL CATTLE INTERESTS. 

A MEETING OF THIS SORT WOULD NOT ONLY OFFSET SOME OF 
THE ADVANTAGES CANADIANS MAY HAVE GAINED BY THEIR 
SEMINARS, BUT COULD ALSO DEMONSTRATE U.S. SUPERIORITY 
FOR SERVICING AND GUIDANCE FOR BETTER MANAGEMENT AND 
BETTER FEEDING PRACTICES. 

9. AND FINALLY, AGATT BELIEVES THAT CREDIT IS DUE TO 
THE AMERICAN HFA FOR BEING ABLE TO KEEP HUNGARIAN 
INTERESTS ALIVE IN MORE EXPENSIVE AND HIGHER QUALITY 
U.S. CATTLE AT TIME WHEN EC EXPORT SUBSIDY PROGRAMS 
STILL CONTINUE TO MAKE DUTCH AND GERMAN CATTLE A 
"BARGAIN". 

MUDD 
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